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£22m investment in Liverpool by global biopharma company 

World’s second biggest influenza vaccine manufacturer expands 
operations at Speke site  

LIVERPOOL, 25 February 2016 – Today the world’s no. 2 influenza vaccine provider, Seqirus, 

announced a £22.1m investment for its UK manufacturing site in Liverpool. 

The company, which is part of global biotherapeutics leader CSL Limited, is going to develop a new 

£15.3m manufacturing facility to support the production of influenza vaccines at its Speke site. 

The announcement came as Seqirus today celebrated the opening of a £6.8m investment in new 

warehousing facilities at the site. 

Seqirus was created in November 2015 following CSL’s acquisition of the Novartis influenza vaccines 

business and the subsequent merger with its existing vaccines and pharmaceutical business, bioCSL. 

The combined company has over 2,000 employees and operations in more than 20 countries. 

Seqirus said the two developments would pave the way for the future expansion of product 

manufacturing at the Speke site, which plays an important role in Seqirus’ global operations. The 

total investment is expected to increase the site’s capacity and export potential, and provide 

ongoing employment for a highly skilled workforce. 

Liverpool Mayor Joe Anderson hailed the investment as further evidence of the city’s status as a 

centre of excellence for global pharmaceutical companies. 

The new formulation facility at the plant is expected to be operational by the middle of next year. Its 

development means that a key part of the influenza vaccine manufacturing process will be brought 

to the UK, having previously been outsourced to Italy. 
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There are a total of 600 employees of which 450 are permanent at the Seqirus’ Speke facility, which 

develops, manufactures and exports influenza vaccines across the globe, with many more jobs 

supported through the supply chain. 

Liverpool and the city region is home to over 90 life science companies delivering products and 

services worth in excess of £1.7 billion per annum and contributing over £300 million in GVA to the 

local economy. 

Life Sciences Minister George Freeman MP said: “This investment is fantastic news for Liverpool and 

another strong endorsement of the UK’s leadership in vaccine science, following the establishment 

of Seqirus’ new global office in Maidenhead last year. Their decision to reshore manufacturing 

activity to Liverpool clearly underlines the attractiveness of the UK and its Northern Powerhouse as a 

manufacturing and export base for global life science companies.” 

Mayor Anderson, attending an official opening of the new warehouse facility today (THURSDAY), 

said: “This is a significant and extremely welcome investment in our city and a signal of our growing 

status as a centre for the biosciences and pharmaceutical industries. 

“It’s great news for the employees here and very encouraging that major multinational companies 

have such confidence in the city.” 

Stephen Marlow, Senior Vice President of Manufacturing Operations for Seqirus, said: “Our 

investment in the new formulation facility will enable us to bring a significant tranche of the 

influenza vaccine manufacturing process to the UK and in-house. It gives us the ability to ensure the 

highest quality production standards are maintained and will also allow us to offer new career 

opportunities for our talented Liverpool workforce. 

“It’s a sign of our commitment to the city and our confidence in Liverpool as a good place for Seqirus 

to house a major part of our global influenza vaccine manufacturing network.” 

Ellen Cutler, Director of Invest Liverpool, the city’s inward investment agency, said: “The growth of 

the city’s life science and biotech sector is a strategic priority for us and investment decisions such as 

this one reinforce our view that we have a compelling offer in terms of skills and infrastructure. 

“Companies such as Seqirus are responsible for the creation of extremely high value jobs, for helping 

to expand the talent pool here and for putting us on the map as a potential location for pharma 

companies.” 
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About Seqirus 
Seqirus is the new global company created from the combined strength and expertise of bioCSL and 
the influenza vaccines business formerly owned by Novartis. In July 2015, these two companies 
joined forces to create Seqirus, the second largest influenza vaccine company in the world. With 
extensive research and production expertise and manufacturing plants in the US, UK, Germany and 
Australia, Seqirus is a transcontinental partner in pandemic preparedness and a major contributor to 
the prevention and control of influenza globally. Seqirus has a workforce of over 2,000 employees, 
significant manufacturing capability and a commercial presence in 20 countries. 
 
The parent company of Seqirus, CSL Limited (ASX:CSL), headquartered in Melbourne, Australia, 
employs more than 15,000 people with operations in more than 30 countries. 

 
www.seqirus.com 
 
About Invest Liverpool 
Part of Liverpool Vision, Invest Liverpool provides a wide range of practical support services to 
companies interested in growing or establishing their business in Liverpool. From initial contact to 
project realisation, Invest Liverpool offers services such as help with bespoke intelligence and advice, 
reconnaissance visits and introductions to key networks and service organisations. If necessary, it 
also offers support and guidance around finance and financial incentives. Liverpool Vision is the 
city’s economic development company and works within the strategic leadership of the Mayor of 
Liverpool.  

www.invest-liverpool.com 
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